


NO LIBERTY WITHOUT LAW

(Part 3)
VALUE FOR MONEY

“The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have
nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his
head” (Matt. 8:20).

Resistance to any consideration of the Law of the
Lord invariably stems from misconceptions concern-
ing the New Testament record. What is largely forgot-
ten today by those who disparage the Old Testament
and who relegate its writing to the limbo of unimpor-
tant things, is that the New Testament is a sequel to
the Old — the history of God’s independent action
arising out of the tragedy of Law violation perpetrat-
ed by lsrael. The above quoted lament by the Lord
Jesus Christ confirms this. In the Mosaic legislation,
Israel’s national Constitution guaranteed permanence
— a freehold land inheritance which could never be
alienated and an economic system which provided for
all the needs of the people just as it did for the foxes
and the birds. At the time of the First Advent, Israel
as a nation, had become homeless pilgrims — sent out
of the Promised Land under the Bill of Divorce
(Deut. 24:1-4) for spiritual adultery (Jer. 3:8) —
awaiting Redemption and subsequent reinstatement
in another Promised home (2nd Sam. 7:10 and Deut.
32:8). Thus, at that time, the words of the Lord
adequately described the nation’s condition for while
the foxes indeed had holes and the birds their nests,
Israel had no place of comfort and certainly no secur-
ity in land inheritance.

Israel’s condition at the time of the First Advent
was precisely that which had been prescribed in
Leviticus 26:33 for Law violation and to which Hosea
had made reference when indicating that they would
be ‘wanderers among the nations’ (Hos. 9:17). The
English ‘wanderer’ is a very graphic illustration of the
Hebrew nddad for it indicates those who have no
permanent abode and consequently no secure
economy upon which to thrive. The nation had lost
its independence under the Mosaic legislation and as
wanderers, were dependent upon others in terms of
both land and economics.

National independence, guaranteed under the Law,
was stated in Deuteronomy 28:1-13 under the follow-
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shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the Lord
thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments
which | command thee this day, that the Lord thy
God will set thee on high above all nations of the
earth . .. And the Lord shall make thee the head, and
not the tail: and thou shalt be above only, and thou
shalt not be beneath; if that thou hearken unto the
commandments of the Lord thy God, which | com-
mand thee this day, to observe and to do them”. Be-
ing the ‘head’ and not the ‘tail” was conditional upon
obedience to all the commandments of the Lord. As
an added inducement to keep the Divine Constitu-
tion, the alternative to obedience was set before the
nation in the words: “But it shall come to pass, if
thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy
God, to observe to do all his commandments and his
statutes which | command thee this day; that all these
curses (penalties) shall come upon thee, and overtake
thee . .. The stranger that is within thee shall get up
above thee very high; and thou shalt come down very
low'” (Deut. 28:15-43). This indeed happened and
while national independence was shattered when the
strangers devoured the land (lsa. 1:7), it finally dis-
integrated when the nation lost its economic freedom.

As has been seen previously, the Lord’s indictment
against lsrael was communicated initially through
both Hosea and lsaiah the prophets, the latter bluntly
stating that the alien had succeeded in depriving the
nation of its independence through the appropriation
of the land. As the result of this loss, the fundamental
economy of the nation was undermined and the
flood-gates of antinomianism (lawlessness) were
opened. In his continuing account of the Lord’s in-
dictment against Israel, lsaiah equated the nation
with Sodom and Gomorrah for he wrote: “Hear the
wore of the Lord, ye rulers of Sodom; give ear unto
the law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah. .. Thy
silver is become dross, thy wine mixed with water”
(Isa. 1:10 and 22). The priorities in the Lord’s indict-
ment against Israel are thus very clear in that they
take in the violation of the land-laws as fundamental
to all others with those concerning finance closely
linked.

Value in the Medium of Exchange
Today's generation exercises a patronising attitude
toward ancient civilisations which are generally

equated with primitive and sluggish attempts to
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formulate policies in economics which invariably fail-
ed. This attitude generally dominates when the
Economic Law of the Lord is broached. Far from
accepting that the Lord God could be interested in
such matters as tinance, men today look on the Law
of Economics in the Bibie as Moses’ contribution to
the long list of economic failures which underwrites
the attempts of men in this direction. It should be
stated with all emphasis that the Economic Law of
the Lord communicated by Moses did not fail be-
cause of flaws in this, but because the nation failed to
keep the ‘law of the strangers’ which was imperative
to the perfect functioning of the nation’s economy.
In a closed economy such as that of Israel in Canaan
and such as could happen again when world sanctions
are imposed upon any of the modern states in Anglo-
Saxondom, there was no way of evading any of the
reauirements of the Law for each individua! knew
that it was a sin before God to break the least of the
commandments and that sin was like ‘leaven’ which
would eventually corrupt the whole nation. The
‘stranger’, not permitted participation in the Law,
would naturally work for the abolition of such legisla-
tion and would therefore corrupt any system in
economics which did not make provision for him.
This certainly happened in Israel.

It would serve a very useful purpose at this stage
to realise that while barter was practised in which
men exchanged their labour and goods for the labour
and goods of others, a system of money for value was
also in operation. Abraham was part of this system
for it will be recalled that in purchasing the cave of
Machpelah, he paid “Four hundred shekels of silver,
current money with the merchant” (Gen. 23:16}. A
further instance of the use of ‘money’ is recorded in
the transaction in which veils were bought for Sarah
and her attendants, Abimelech paying “z thousand
pieces of silver” for these (Gen. 20:16). Money was
used in the purchase of food from Egypt when Jacob’s
sons bought this from their alienated brother Joseph
(Gen. 43:21) and later, at the time of the exodus, one
finds that this money was uncoined weighed value —
the shekel — became a special system of which the
standard examples were to be kept by the priests.
While gold was considered as valuable, all transactions
were made in silver which was the recognised cur-
rency of that time, the value of which was determin-
ed by weight.



With regard to the utilisation of existing standards,

Leviticus 19:35-37 sets out the following: “Ye shall
do no unrighteousness in judgment, in mete-yard, in
weights, or in measure. Just balance, just weights, a
just ephah, and a just hin shall ye have; | am the Lord
yvour God which brought you out of the land of
Egypt. Therefore shall ye observe all my statutes, and
all my judgments and do them: | am the Lord”. In
this one may see again the priorities of the Lord for
the first commandments here refer to the mete-yard,
the standard measure determning the amount of land
leased while the second concerns finance in that the
‘weights’ have to do with the talent, shekel and other
weights of money. Measures (of the ephah and hin)
have to do with capacity while the balances indicate a
commodity economy rather than the money economy
which today cripples nations and people. In the Law
of the Lord, it is patently obvious that goods or com-
modities had an established silver unit of value and
that the increase in the volume of silver depended
entirely upon the productivity or industry of the
people. There was no such word as ‘inflation’ in the
Israel economy for then the volume of money in cir-
culation depended entirely upon the abundance from
agriculture or industry. Today, with no righteous
method of balancing gold against supply and demand,
fluctuating prices and inflation are inevitable.

A Capitalist Economy

While throughout the Law of the Lord there are
strict demands that all transactions conform to specific
rules with every departure equated as a defilernent of
both men and land (Lev. 18:24-30), the whole
economy of the nation is designed as a capitalist one.
“Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy God, in
not keeping his commandments, and his judgments,
and his statutes, which | command thee this day: Lest
when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast built
goodly houses, and dwelt therein; and when thy herds
and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy gold is
multiplied, and all that thou hast is muitiplied; Then
thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the Lord thy
God, which brought thee forth out of the land of
Egypt, from the house of bondage . . . But thou shalt
remember the Lord thy God: for it is he that giveth
thee power to get wealth, that he may establish his
covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as it is
this day'’ (Deut. 8:11-18).

From this, and contrary to the prevailing ideologies
of socialism or communism, private capitalism is not
only endorsed by God’s Law, but is actually support-
ed. It will be noted in the above quoted scripture that
the Lord ‘giveth thee power to get wealth’ and this
power is the full application of the Law of the Lord
which guarantees the individual his full share of
wealth according to his productivity. It reguires very
little elucidation here to indicate that within all the
various lands of Anglo-Saxondom there is a concerted
effort toward socialism which is aimed at the aboli-
tion of private capitalism (in direct opposition to the
Law of the Lord) and the implementation of state
capitalism to which end communismis fully dedicated.

Individual wealth is acquired by initiative, produc-
tivity, inheritance or a gift. All these fall within the
framework of the Law while there are stringent pro-
hibitions against acquiring it through other means.
For instance, there is the most positive prohibition
against making capital out of a fellow-Israelite’s mis-
fortune who, for a wide variety of reaso ns, has fallen
on hard times. “If thou lend money to any of my
people that is poor by thee, thou shalt not be to him
as an usurer, neither shalt thou lay upon him usury, If
thou at all take thy neighbour’s raiment to piedge,
thou shalt deliver it unto him by that the sun goeth
down. For that is his covering only, it is his raiment
for his skin: wherein shall he sleep?” (Ex. 22:25-27).
“And if thy brother be waxen poor, and fallen in
decay with thee; then thou shalt relieve him: vea,
though he be a stranger (Heb: ger, lega! guest), or a
sojourner; that he may live with thee. Take thou no
usury of him, or increase: but fear thy God; that thy
brother may live with thee. Thou shalt not give thy
money upon usury, nor lend him thy victuals for
increase” (Lev, 25:35-37).

The same feature may be seen in Deuteronomy
23:19-20 where the previously noted difference in
the Hebrew words simply translated as ‘stranger’ in
the English translation becomes apparent. "“Thou
shalt not lend tax upon usury to thy brother; usury
of money, usury of victuals, usury of anything that is
lent upon usury. Unto a stranger (Heb: nokriy, one of
mixed, spurious or incestuous origins) thou mayest
lend upon usury; but unto thy brother thou shalt not
lend upon usury: that the Lord thy God may bless
thee in all that thou settest thine hand to in the land
whither thou goest to possess it.” From these scrip-
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tures and the prohibition against usury cne may see
that there is no incentive to invent means to lure
people into debt for, in the Law of the Lord, no
profit could be made from such a debt. Hersin lies
the masterpiece of economic legislation for while
credit is provided for in times of individual stress,
such credit as a help and true favour provides the
necessary assistance without the multiplication of the
debt,

While this Law was very much in evidence in the
early years of the Christian dispensation, S. Stein in
his Interest taken by Jews from Gentiles indicates
that it had become the practice of the ‘Jews’ to as-
cribe 'his money to a gentile and he lends it to an
Israelite on interest’. From this, one may see the
reason behind the Lord’s denunciation of the Jews
who, having usurped lIsraelitish identity, made the
commandment of God of none effect by their tradi-
tions (Matt. 15:6). This invalidation of the command-
ments of the Lord was added to when the Jews creat-
ed an intrinsic value in the money itself for all will
surely remember the incident, just prior to the Croci-
fixion, when the Lord drove the money-changers ous
of the Temple. This was the time of the passover, an
event which made certain financial requirements of
the people who were to pay half a shekel of silver
(Ex. 30:12-15). As has been stated previously, Israel,
under the ‘bill of divorce’ had become homeless pil-
grims, but this did not prevent them from individual-
ly returning to Jerusalem to keep the Passover and at
that time, the city was flooded with visiting true
Hebrews. Various coins from many lands would have
to be converted to the proper offering — the shekel —
and the moneychangers performed this service mak-
ing considerable profit in the transaction. The sale of
doves too netted a fine profit to the monopoly within
the Temple which used the Name of God in justifica-
tion of their money market. Small wonder at the
hostility of the Lord against them.

Money for Sale

Prior to passing on to the extension of the money-
changers in the moneymarket of the Temple to the
modern time, a final word on loans made under the
Mosaic legislation. |t has been suggested that the Lord
Jesus Christ approved of interest on commercial
loans — the instances of Luke 19:23 and Matthew
25:27 being cited in support of this. It should be
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noted that these are parables and parables are alie-
gorical illustrations, not actual happenings. In these,
the context was undoubtedly the Kingdom Gospel
and the principle of interest in this is that referred ta
and not in money itself. The Law states: "‘At the end
of every seven years thou shalt make a release. And
this is the manner of the release: Every creditor that
lendeth ought unto his neighbour shall release it; he
shall not exact it of his neighbour, or of his brother
because it is called the Lord’s release” (Deut. 15:1- 2).
The word ‘exact’ in this text is translated from the
Hebrew ndgas which militates against endowing the
subiect with interest of any kind for it means to tax,
tyrannise or harass. Thus, at no stage is a loan of any
kind the basis for exploitation for gain, but a mechan-
ism of assistance when a fellow-israelite finds himself
in dire straits.

A.M. Wade in his Christianity and FEconomics
makes the following observations in the evolution of
the modern monetary system which may be seen as
the extension of the system which, being totally
opposed to the Divine Law of Economics, was so
roundly condemned by the Lord Jesus Christ.

“With the advent of the machine and steam power,
conditions were set for a rapid increase in activity, to
finance which new money was necessary. The old sys-
tem of borrowing from a money-lender did not meet
the requirements because he could not create new
meney — money being in the form of coin. Queen
Elizabeth’s sailors had rendered valuable assistance in
this matter by their acquisition of much silver and
gold bullion, but this was not a permanent source of
supply. However, money-lenders made a great dis-
covery which met the needs in one way, though it
was costly in the end.

“’Silversmiths had been in business offering to pro-
vide safe storage of gold and silver plate and of
money, for the landed gentry, for a fee. They would
issue receipts against the valuables deposited, hence
these pieces of paper represented the value of the
deposit concerned.

“The silversmith, having established a reputation
for honesty in the community, would find that his
receipts, or notes of credit, were being exchanged for
cattle and produce in local business deals thus reliey-
ing the buyers of the need to withdraw money to
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make the purchase, which would then be followed by
the seller making a journey to deposit the money,
with all the accompanying risks of highway robbery.

“With all this store of plate and money it was ob-
vious that the silversmith was able to lend a percentage
of it safely, hence he was in business to lend money
and charge interest for its use. Providing he issued
notes up to the value of his own money in cash, plus
that on deposit with him, he was acting perfectly
honaurably. (Note. This would not increase the total
amount of money in existence, but it would put into
circulation that which would otherwise be lying in
deposit.) But now we come to the great discovery —
CREDIT CREATION.

“Having built up a reputation for integrity, the
silversmith’s notes acquired the value of currency in
the locality. The silversmith then awoke to the fact
that he could issue additional notes safely, without
the knowledge of the public. He could therefore in-
crease his income from interest charges on ‘money’
loaned. He found from experience that on average,
only one client in ten preferred to borrow cash, with
all the risk of loss. In view of this it was learned that
up to ten times the reserve could be issued by this
piece of trickery. All would go well until the day
when rumours circulated that the silversmith was in-
solvent, and depositors demanded their money in
cash.

“Needless to say that while the going was good,
this kind of money-lending was highly profitable. In
the earlier periods the silversmith made a charge for
his services. But when he discovered that he could
lend up to ten times his deposits, he was able to pay
some interest to his depositors so that he could lend
ten times the amount and at much higher interest also
than he paid to depositors. This is how the banks
operate today, but the public are not aware of the
fact. Monetarists talk about the Government printing
too much money, but they never allude to the prac-
tice of the banking system issuing vastly more (from
five to ten times) in credit. Such concealment of the
truth about the money system makes nonsense of all
the arguments on the media and in the press. But in
the financial pages this difference is acknowledged
under the code of M1 for currency {what one might
think of as real money, available for payment of
wages and taxes) and M3 for total money supply,

consisting mainly of this non-material, mysterious,
credit created by the banks as an inverted pyramid of
money available to customers as overdrafis, costing
nothing to create,

The Formation of the Bank
of England, in 1694

"This question of money supply was a vexed prob-
lem throughout the sixteenth and seventeenth cen-
turies. Although local needs were met in one way, by
the local money-lender, with his ‘elastic’ system of
credit, it was not adequate for the growing needs of
industry where large sums were required for invest-
ment. (Note. The money-lender did not provide a
continuing source of new money, even under his sys-
tem of deception. For, by the time his clients had
paid their interest they would be unable to repay
their principal. In other words, they would generally
end in debt, The money-lender was really taking
something out, not putting something in.)

“Unrealised by the Government of the day, pre-
sumably, it was the duty and privilege of the State to
provide all the means of exchange necessary for the
well-being of the nation, and failing sufficient sup-
plies of gold and silver it should have provided other
means. In reality, wooden tallies had been in con-
tinuous use as debt-free credit instruments for nearly
six hundred vyears. But for some unaccountable
reason the Government surrendered its right of issue
to this new privately owned company — the Bank of
England.

“The Bank agreed to raise the sum of 1 200 000
pounds in cash to lend to the King (King William 111)
at 8 per cent interest. They were granted the right to
issue notes to the value of their capital and to lend
these at 8 per cent to the public. In this way they
received permission to create paper money providing
they held 100 per cent cover in cash,

“Needless to say this new Company, responsible
also for the keeping of all State accounts for which it
received an annual payment, made enormous profit.
The new money available as debt to the Bank was
soon taken up and the Bank then went over to the
system already described, of issuing many times its
cover, but this time in Bank notes, carrying the
authority of the State.




“(Readers who wish to know more about this vital
point in the history of our country, and of the Western
world, are recommended to read The Two Nations by
Christopher Hollis, one time Member of Parliament.)

“In passing, it should be remembered that in all
these cases of borrowing money, from the money-
lender or the Bank of England, or any bank, it is
necessary to deposit an adequate security in case of
failure to discharge the debt in due course. The lender
in that case can foreclose on the security.

“Until a few years ago banks denied that they
created money. This system is now termed ‘fractional
reserve’, The bank holds onto a fraction of the de-
posits placed with it. In other words, 100 pounds
deposited allows the bank to lend 1 000 pounds.

“Briefly, then, we see that for some obscure
reason a fundamental mistake was made by sur-
rendering to a private institution the sovereign
right to issue money, costing only the printing, or
in the case of Government accounts, mere figures in
books, and to levy interest charges for this so-called
money, with consequent debt of compound interest.

“The Government, having parted with its power to
issue money, could not escape rising debt, for obvious
reasons, which have no defence in reason and justice.
Here, therefore, is the origin of the national debt.

“This unbelievable story receives no attention in
the textbooks of economics, or in the speeches of
politicians. No technical knowledge is required to seé
the utmost folly of a nation committing itself to
national finance on this principle of debt to a private
company, and later, to the privately operated banking
system. It is no wonder that monetary reformers,
drawing conclusions from this system, are not taken
seriously. Would any rational person believe that a
nation would do it? What is more, would any think-
ing person, learning the truth of what happened,
believe that such legislation would remain unrepealed
during the following three hundred years?

“The inevitable consequences of such unscientific
accountancy are naturally of two kinds, as per double
entry book-keeping — debit and credit.

10

“Firstly the credit side, claimed by the lender —
the banking system.

“The Bank rapidly became immensely rich and
powerful. Gladstone records that in all financial mat-
ters, the Bank of England exercised supreme control.
The inescapable results of debt finance are high taxa-
tion in the attempt to repay capital and interest on
the national debt — a completely impossible task —
slumps, until a new round of credit had been nego-
tiated, then booms, at roughly ten year cycles, bank-
ruptcies, imprisonment for debts, heavy taxation, and
bad industrial relations, with unfailing inflation ob-
viously geared to the cost of the credit, created by
the banking system, though always spoken of as being
created by the Government.

“"Every manufacturer who had borrowed money to
purchase a building and its equipment committed
himself to repayment on demand (as it is with over-
drafts) plus interest, probably at 8 per cent. This
means that in nine years he must repay twice the sum
borrowed.

“Let us envisage all borrowers acting in unison to-
gether with the Government, starting off with the
new Bank of England, founded to provide money for
the expanding economy, borrowing 10 million
pounds. After nine years the Bank can demand 20
million pounds repayment or foreclose on securities,
or alternatively the borrowers could take out a further
loan. The money on loan will still be required in cir-
culation unless there is to be a slump. If every penny
were paid into the Bank a debt of 10 million pounds
would remain. But 10 million pounds is needed in cir-
culation, hence to maintain the position a new loan
of 20 million pounds is required which will create a
debt of 40 million pounds nine years later. The Sys-
tem therefore is not one of supplying money or credit
to the nation, but one of extracting from the nation
resources for the use of that which has cost nothing
to create.”

From this summary by Mr. Wade, together with
the intriquing history of modern banking provided by
the Encyclopaedia Britannica one is able to see the
consequences — the ‘but’ clauses of the Law of the
Lord in operation. The modern development of true
Israel in the Anglo-Celto-Saxon and kindred people
are now caught in a web of financial intrigue and
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cannot extricate themselves. However, time is running
out and one can already feel the Hand of the Lord in
world affairs. While men pessimistically face the future
of world socialism which is nothing less than state
capitalism and are prepared to surrender to the evils
of an anti-God system as the hope for a future world,
they forget that He who keeps |Israel neither slumbers
nor sleeps (Ps. 121:4). God's Perfect system for
Economics based on true value for wealth is yet to be
the experience of His People and will be forced on
them even though they may not want it. It was for
this purpose that He created the people and as His
Word is ‘Yea and Amen’ it shall surely prosper in the
thing whereunto it was sent (lsa. 55:11). God de-
clared His Word to Israel and in lIsrael and the day is
fast dawning when, through the operation of His
Divine Constitution, nations shall say: “Surely this
great nation is a wise and understanding
what nation is there so great, who hath God so nigh
unto them, as Lord our God is in all things that
we call upon

people, for

SCRIPTURAL FACT VS. MAN’S FICTION

“And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim
liberty throughout all the land unto ail the inhabitants
thereof: it shall be a jubile unto you,and ye shall re-
turn every man unto his possession, and ye shall re-
turn every man unto his family” {Lev. 25:10).

As one reviews the modern fiscal systems with the
complexity of manipulation, together with the in-
creasingly stringent controls over the money earned
by the sweat of man’s brow, a sense of both hopeless-
ness and helplessness is engendered which permeates
every strata of human society. An individual, having
totally committed himself to providing security for

his family through labour in the field of his choice, is
now face to face with the fact that his money is not

his own and that the sum total of his life's labour can
be wiped out — not by some natural catastrophe, nor
even by an Act of Parliament, but at the dictates of
private corporations who determine the currency
barometers of the world.

The Hon. L.H. Hollins, in his work [Inflation, its
Cause and the Cure, quoting The Hon. Reginald
McKenna, Chairman of the Midland Bank just prior
to the Second World War, states: “'All inflations and
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deflations of the currency come from a private cor-
poration {(The Bank of England), whose policy is not
controlled by Parliament’. It is indeed small wonder
that the honest man-in-the-street is becoming resent-
ful and that the embers of this are flaring, fanned by

COST OF LIVING

Consumer Price Index
(Seasonally adjusted)

demands for changes in the economic and financial
systems of the world.

Ignorant of the fact that a perfect system of
economics is ready at hand, the world in general and
Anglo-Saxondom in particular continues to wallow in
the theology of delusion which insists on depriving
God’s People of the knowledge of the Lord’s Political
Reality and the reality of His Political Constitution
for them. Ignoring the warning recorded by lsaiah the
prophet (lsa. 55:8), theology persists in ‘explaining
God” Whom they mould according to their own finite
reasoning and Whose Divinely-given Law they reject
as totally incompatible with modern living. Within
this rejection, it is contended that ‘the Mosaic statutes
were suitable only for a nomadic and primitive people
with absolutely no relevance in modern society’. To
support this view, illustrations are drawn from pas-
sages in scripture which undoubtedly had a bearing
on life as it obtained when Mases, under the authoris-
ation of God, presented the Law to Israel. “When you
see the ass of your enemy fallen under its load, and
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yvou can ease and free it for him, you shall help to
free it with him” (Ex. 23:5, Ferrar Fenton). Such an
illustration, far from providing evidence of the so-
called parochial limitations of God’s Law, exposes the
deliberate bias of men against the discipline demand-
ed by the Lord of His people.

By contending that modern man does not use the
‘ass’ as a means of transportation (which is undeniably
the case in the relevant scripture}, those who resort to
such gymnastics expose the fact that they have mixed
their priorities by placing the proverbial ‘cart before
the horse’. By seizing on the illustration of the ass
they have missed the principle of constructive co-
operation between companies — be they transport or
any other — which the Law demands. This scripture
provides the incentive to maintain a free enterprise
system -- helping your competitor (the word ‘enemy’
in the relevant scripture being translated from the
Hebrew sdné which indicates one who is an opponent
competing in trade) to maintain his business thus
guarding against monopolistic take-overs by the giant
companies.

The contrast between business as practised today
and that as laid down in the Law of the Lord is pre-
cisely that which Moses prescribed when he said:
“See, | have set before thee this day life and good,
and death and evil” (Deut. 30:15). Business, under
the present system which has been equated with that
set up by the king of Babylon, centres on destructive
competition which becomes war at all levels, together
with its attendant consequences of misery, suffering,
want and destitution. This is that against which the
Lord warned in the passage of scripture which men
use in support of their contention concerning the so-
called parochial nature of the Law of the Lord — the
story of the ‘enemy’, his ass and the difficult circum-
stances of the 'heavy load".

Money and Usury

In returning to the subject of money and the
utilisation of established standards as laid down in
Leviticus 19:35-37, it should he noted that, apart
from references to the fact of its existence, not very
much is recorded concerning it. What does emerge
from the scriptures is that money is metal —gold and
silver, coined or stamped, having a unit of value in
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itself. Modern currency, which includes token coins,
government notes and bank notes, are merely promises
to pay in money the face value of that which has
been embodied in the currency and which, by man's
law, has been made legai tender. As is obvious from
the money markets of the world today, the currency
system lacks stability and, like the promises of man,
has no stable measure of value.

For centuries, both gold and silver, by weight,
were the unit of value used in all ancient business
transactions — illustrations of which may be found
throughout the Bible (Gen. 23:16; 43:21). King
David, it will be recalled, paid fifty shekels of silver to
Araunah for the threshingfloor and later, six hundred
shekels of gold for the entire field in which this was
located (2nd Sam. 24:24). The point to note is that
money was in circulation and that the money was a
unit of value fixed in its relation to goods without
any fluctuation in the standard of the value of the
metal. The command of the Lord: "“Just balance, just
weights, a just ephah, and a just hin shall ye have”
(Lev. 19:36) was intended as the stabilising standard
of money while in Deuteronomy 25:13-15 is the
warning against manipulation in this. “Thou shalt not
have in thine bag divers measures, a great and a small.
But thou shalt have a perfect and just weight, a per-
fect and just measure shalt thou have: that thy days
may be lengthened in the land which the Lord thy
God giveth thee”. The ‘thou shalt not’ in this instance,
apart from corroborating the fact of fixed standards
of value, was intended as an instruction against the
deliberate fluctuating of prices by merchants.

To those who charge that the Law of the Lord had
validity only in the days in which it was given, the
abovequoted passage concerning the prohibition
against the practice of using different standards
(weights and measures) should be noted. In today's
business dealings, commodities in the hands of the
merchants are valued at a certain price — a price
which immediately decreases the moment when a
purchaser takes possession of the goods no matter
what the usable value of these may be. A modern il-
lustration of this may be seen when an automobile is
purchased, driven ten kilometres and then resold to
the dealer who has already depreciated the vehicle
according to his standard of values. As must be ob-
vious, such changing and varying values tend to enrich
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the seller at the expense of the buyer establishing, in
the modern context, that the possession of money,
no matter how acquired, is more desirable than the
possession of goods — a vindication indeed of the
charge that “the /love of money is the root of all
evil” (1st Tim. 6:10). This is that against which the
Law of the Lord warns — a warning as valid today as
it was in that day when Moses passed it on to Israel.

To the abovementioned prohibition against dif-
ferent standards of value is added the warning against
exploitation, within the monetary sphere, of those
who fall on hard times. This comes within the cate-
gory of usury. This subject is one which has challeng-
ed the exegetical skills of scholars for the past two
thousand years and remains an issue which is invariably
left to the conscience of the individual. While uncer-
tainty abounds concerning this subject, the historical
narrative of the scripture indicates that usury per se
was one of the main causes of the downfall of lsrael.
Is it purely coincidental that Jeremiah, in protesting
his innocence when persecuted by his brethren, men-
tioned the subject of usury in this? “l have neither
lent on usury, nor have men lent to me on usury; yet
every one of them doth curse me” (Jer. 15:10). It is
patently obvious that this subject figured prominent-
ly among the many causes which resulted in Israel's
removal from the land of Canaan.

The prophet Ezekiel too was used by the Lord to
communicate the fact that usury, among other sins,
contributed to lIsrael’s demise in the land of Promise.
“The word of the Lord came unto me again, saying,
What mean ye, that ye use this proverb concerning
the land of Israel, saying, The fathers have eaten sour
grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge? As |
live, saith the Lord God, ye shall not have occasion
any more to use this proverb in lIsrael ... He that
hath not given forth upon usury, neither hath taken
any increase, that hath withdrawn his hand from
iniquity, hath executed true judgment between man
and man, Hath walked in my statutes, and hath kept
my judgments, to deal truly; he is just, he shall surely
live, saith the Lord God...(He that) Hath given
forth upon usury, and hath taken increase: shall he
then live? he shall not live: he shall surely die; his
blood shall surely be upon him” (Ezek. 18:1-13). It is
thus more than a little evident that the Lord God of
Israel viewed the viclation of the Law prohibiting
usury as a major sin.
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This being so and in view of the widespread prac-
tice of taking usury or interest in Anglo-Saxondom
since the seventeenth century with today’s economy
built almost entirely upon it, a Biblical definition
should be considered. There are, of course, many
theories about this subject and a lot of speculation
has endowed investment returns with the nature of
usurous practices. However, as in all things, one
should let God's Holy Word provide its own defini-
tions and, as Moses said: ““What thing soever | com-
mand you, observe to do it: thou shalt not add there-
to, nor diminish from it” (Deut. 12:32). The Biblical
definition of usury is established by each context in
which the word is found and there is certainly no
ambiguity in the text. The prohibition against usury
is always found in the context of the poor from
whom no increase or interest may be taken in the
event of a loan having been given. “If there be among
you a poor man of one of thy brethren within any of
thy gates in thy land which the Lord thy God giveth
thee, thou shalt not harden thy heart, nor shut thine
hand from thy poor brother” (Deut. 15:7); “If thou
lend money to any of my people that is poor by thee
... " (Ex. 22:25): “And if thy brother be waxen
poor, and fallen in decay with thee . . . take thou no
usury of him, or increase . . . " {Lev. 25:35-36). From
these — and there are many other corroborating pas-
sages — one may see that the poor of the land is the
context in which the prohibition against usury ap-
pears. The Israelites, as distinct from the Jews, were
and are not a commercial people nor were loans re-
quired for business, hence the void in prohibition
against interest in the context of loans or investments
in profit-making businesses. The taking of increase, in
the sense of a reasonable return on financial invest-
ment in trade is nowhere forbidden in the scriptures,

It was, of course, perfectly legitimate to take in-
crease from a ‘stranger’ (Deut. 23:20) — the stranger
in this case being the nokriy or one of incestuous
origins. Such an increase fell within the tithe or one
tenth and which was then handed to the Levites who
utilised it within the Israel community.

It has been noted previously that the break-down
in Israel’s economy in the land of Canaan was due to
the integration of ‘strangers’ and the accommodation
of these within the Israel community. As has happen-
ed all through the history of God's People Israel ex-
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FEDERAL DEBT
OF THE UNITED STATES

IN BILLIONS OF DOLLARS

FOR THE FISCAL YEARS
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tending into that of their modern descendants the
Anglo-Celto-Saxon and Kindred People, whenever a
‘stranger’, of all types referred to in the Hebrew text,
are integrated with them, they have lowered their
own standards to the detriment of the nation as a
whole. In the land of Canaan, the Law-demanded
discrimination against these strangers (Ex. 12:43 and
45; Deut. 23:20) was abolished mainly through the
failure of the Levitical teachers who corrupted the
covenant (Mal. 2:8) and left the nation without the
guidance of the Law (Hos. 4:6). The dictates of the
Law became a ’‘strange’ or ‘alien’ thing (Hos. 8:12)
with all the prohibitions discarded in favour of a new
liberalism which treated all men as equal in all res-
pects. The Law prohibiting usury in the Israel context
while permitting it in that of the ‘stranger’ soon laps-
ed and, as the scriptures make abundantly clear, usury

was rampant in Israel at the time of the captivities.

The Babylonian captivity of the southern kingdom
of the house of Judah certainly did not purge these
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people of the predisposition toward accommodating
strangers. Prior to the return from Babylon, the land
became the domicile of un-named strangers (Ezek.
33:24) who sought integration with the 42 360 of the
tribes of Judah and Benjamin in the task of rebuilding
Jerusalem (Ezra 4:1). The pressures exerted then
finally won the day and once again the Law was
flouted when the whole economic structure of the
seventy weeks nation (Dan. 9:24) staggered under
exorbitant interest rates which dominated all transac-
tions (Neh. 5:3:13).

The Jubilee and Debt Release

Since that time, the whole world has been held to
ransom by the financial stranglehold that man’s sys-
tem has imposed upon it. Debt has piled upon debt
with both king and subject held in a grip of iron from
which there is no escape. The Law frowns upon un-
nessary borrowing, for it is commanded that ‘thou
shalt not borrow’ (Deut. 15:6) it being reprehensible
to ‘banquet upon borrowing’ (Eccles. 18:33) or to
build one’s house ‘with other men’s money’ (Eccles.
21:8). “The rich ruleth over the poor, and the bor-
rower is servant to the lender” (Prov. 22:7). These
latter statements derive from God’s foreknowledge
that His Perfect Law (Ps. 19:7) would be abused —
hence His warning of the consequences of this.

The perfection of the Law takes into account the
fact that life has many variables and that despite a
perfect Constitution individual initiatives change
from family to family. When reference is made to the
‘poor in the land’, the cause of their status is not
generally given. This is one of the variables against
which the Law of release is provided. *’And at the end
of every seven years there must be a cancelling of
debts, and this shall be the way of cancelling. Every
creditor shall cancel the loan he made to his neigh-
bour or to his brother: he shall make no demand for
repayment, because the Lord's release has been pro-
claimed, A foreigner you may press for payment, but
whatever of yours was due from a brother you shall
cancel. However, there should be no poor among you,
for the Lord your God will abundantly bless you in
the land He will give to possess as an heritage, if you
listen to the Lord your God and rightly observe all
these commandments which today | am enjoining
upon you' (Deut. 15:1-6 Berkley version).
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This Sabbatical year is referred to in three Books
— Exodus 23:10-11; Leyiticus 25:2-7 and Deuter-
onomy 15:1-6, and centres on two aspects of life in
the economy of Israel. The first concerns the land
which was to be rested with no cultivation of any
kind to be practised during the year. The second in-
volves the individual who. for unstated reasons has
fallen into debt and which debt is then cancelled. A
further release may be noted in the Jubilee, the fiftieth
vear after the succession of seven sabbatical vyears
which was intended to check the tendency that might
arise when the disposal of family inheritances to
strangers was contemplated. “ ... thou shalt number
seven sabbaths of years unto thee, seven times seven
years; and the space of seven sabbaths of years shall
be unto thee forty and nine vyears... And ye shall
hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty through-
out all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof: it
shall be a jubile unto you; and ye shall return every
man unto his possession, and ye shall return every
man unto his family.”

In this Jubilee which was inaugurated on the Day
of Atonement, the God-prescribed liberty flooded the
land heralding a new beginning with a clean slate and
no bondage or debt. The soil was kept under the same
condition of rest as had existed during the preceding
sabbatical year while every Israelite returned to ‘his
possession and to his family’ i.e., he recovered his
right in the land originally allotted to the family of
which he was a member. If, for some reason or other,
an lIsraelite became a bondman and the period of
seven years was not completed (no Israelite could be
bonded for more than seven years because of the
Sabbatical year of release (Ex. 21:2) ), the Jubilee
released him inthe overall liberty proclaimed through-
out all the land.

Scriptural Realities

In this so-called financially-wise generation, such
laws would be considered as economic suicide unten-
able in Twentieth Century civilisation. What men
have to learn and what Israel has to accept is that
God's Law does not depend upon men's consent or
recognition. Over the past two hundred years certain
events, particularly within the field of economics,
have puzzled economists who have noted the regular-
ity of recurring cycles and who have studied the prob-
lem from many angles with the view to countering it.
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In brief, these ‘cycles’ are called the ‘financial high”
and the ‘financial low’ — the *high’ being noted as a
time of affluence while the ‘low’ is associated with
hard times when the economy is depressed and reces-
sion hits the people. Business cycles are now an estab-
lished and accepted phenomenon which, according to
Paul A. Samuelson of the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, is demonstrated when "“national income,
employment, and production fall. Prices and profits
decline and men are thrown out of work, Eventually
the bottom is reached and revival begins. The re-
covery may be slow or fast. It may be incomplete or
it may be so strong as to lead to a new boom. The
new prosperity may represent a long, sustained
plateau of brisk demand, plentiful jobs, buoyant
prices, and increased living standards. Or it may
represent a quick, inflationary flaring up of prices and
speculation, to be followed by another disastrous
slump” (Samuelson: Economics; An Introductory
Analysis).

A familiar picture during the depression

Distinct econemic ‘waves’ have been discovered by
economists who, in their preliminary investigations,
established the recurrence of these waves as occurring
just over seven years while the trough period i.e., the
‘low’ in economics, recurs 3.51 years after the peak.
In attempting to explain the phenomenon, Samuelson
contends: “Whether these long waves are simply his-
torical accidents due to chance gold discoveries, in-
ventions and political wars, it is still too soon to say”.
Accidents do not happen with such regularity from
which one may deduce that there is some design in
the patterns which may be either warnings or a call to
remember,
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Apart from the seven year wave effect in econom-
ics, a Russian Professor at the Agricultural Academy
and head of the Business Research Institute of Mos-
cow, Nikclai D. Kondratieff, published a thesis in
1922 concerning what he called the ‘long wave’ in
world economics. Analysing prices in Germany,
France and the United States, trade in England and
France and the production of coal, iron and other
products throughout the world, Kondratieff came up
with a fifty year recurring cycle. At the time of his
thesis, two full waves had passed, the second being
half completed in 1922. The first of these was noted
as occurring in 1790, peaking in 1815 (twenty five
years later) and then passing to the second which
occurred in 1840. This 'wave’ according to Kondra-
tieff, peaked in 1866 to reach a low in 1890. The
third ‘wave’ peaked in the years 1914-1920 from
which period, Kondratieff contended a new low
would follow,

Kondratieff was ridiculed by the Marxists in Mos-
cow and in 1830 was arrested as the alleged head of
an illegal anti-government Peasant's Labour Party and
shipped to Siberia. However, the work done by this
Russian is yet another confirmation of what Western
economists have come to recognise as pure economic
fact. Economic waves certainly do exist — waves
which are also detectable in all facets of national |ife.
To project Kondratieff's work into the present day
one needs to look at life in general as it obtained in'
the Western world in 1920 — not only as it applied to
finance, but as it revealed the system of ideas which
developed after the war.

Malcolm Cowley, in Exiles Return, provides a
graphic picture of those times in which he itemises
eight distinct philosophies as comprising the whole.
These were (1) The ldea of Salvation by the Child:
(2) The Idea of Self-expression; (3) The ldea of
Paganism; (4) The Idea of Living for the Moment:
(5) The Idea of Liberty; (6) The Idea of Female
Equality; (7) The Idea of Psychological Adjustment
and (8) The ldea of Changing Place. It should be
noted that these eight features were characteristic
features of the thinking as it obtained in Kondratiefi’s
pea.k in 1920. Fifty years later the same thinking
again manifests itself and is very real in the world o‘f
today.
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Cowley's 1920 definition of ‘Salvation by Child’
was: “Each of us at birth has special potentiais which
are slowly crushed and destroyed by a standardized
society and mechanical methods of teaching. If a new
educational system can be introduced, one by which
children are encouraged to develop their own person-
alities, to blossom freely like flowers, then the world
will be saved by this new, free generation”. In 1970,
exactly fifty years later, Charles A. Reich in The
Greening of America wrote: “School is intensely con-
cerned with training students te stop thinking and
start obeying. Any course that starts with a textbook
and a teacher and ends with an examination runs this
danger unless pains are taken to show students that
they are supposed to think for themselves; in most
school and college classes, on the other hand, think-
ing for oneself is actually penalised, and the student
learns the value of repeating what he is told. Public
school is ‘obedience school’; the student is taught to
accept authority without guestion”. The ‘youth cult’
which emerged exactly fifty years after the idea in
1920 dominates the Western world today and should
remind it that something is very definitely happening.

The second of the eight features in 1920 — the
‘Idea of self-expression’ — was defined as the attitude
in which each man’s and each woman's purpose in life
was to express himiself or herself regardless of the
impact of this on others. Today's expression ‘do your
own thing’, born in 1970, tells its own story and
needs no further elucidation.

The Idea of Paganism in 1920 held that the body
was a temple in which there was nothing unclean,
indeed, a shrine to be adorned for the ritual of life.
This philosophy again emerged after fifty years in
which the young people, far from opposing Christian-
ity, have simply turned away from it replacing it with
mysticism and various forms of Oriental religions.
The remaining five features which dominated the
thinking of the 1920's — the ldea of Liberty, the ldea
of Living for the moment, the Idea of Fernale Equal-
ity, the Idea of Psychological Adjustment and the
Idea of Changing Place — needs very little elucidation
as they all form an integral part of life as it was begun
in 1870.

These ‘waves’ which are very definitely fact and

not fiction must have some message for the present
generation. The point is what? s it purely coinci-
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dental that the financial cycles discovered by econo-
mists recorded a seven year recurring event? “And at
the end of every seven years there must be a cancel-
ling of debts . .. ”? The long ‘waves' of Kondratieff's
theory — the recurring cycle of fifty years — what
does this mean? " And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year,
and proclaim liberty throughout all the land ..."?
God is not mocked nor was His Law given in vain.
Anglo-Saxondom today is being reminded of these
vital features in the overall economy which God gave
to His People as the source of their ‘wisdom and
understanding in the cight of the nations’. God grant
that His People might learn the lesson and respond to
the urging of His Holy Spirit and embrace His Consti-
tution which alone can bring peace, quietness and
assurance for ever.

The Cost of Democracy

The recurring economic cycles which, whether
men like it or not, appear to follow the Biblical sab-
batical year and that of the fifty-year Jubilee, con-
tinue to pour out their warnings of the need for con-
structive change within the present system. Change is
of course the order of the day and yet, while men ac-
cept and encourage this within the political sphere
and speak of the need for change within that of
modern economics, they vyet steadfastly refuse to
abandon the Babylonian system and embrace that
prescribed by God. They go even further. They vigor-
ously oppose any suggestion that God is even remotely
involved with such mundane things as modern eco-
nomics — graciously allowing Him existence within
the Church and then on the sabbath day alone.

Over the past one hundred and fifteen years the
world has passed ever deeper into the web of econom-
ic destruction occasioned by its commitment to a sys-
tem which is the very antithesis of that given by God
at Sinai. Tragically the Church remains ominously
silent and politicians wander aimlessly amid the rub-
ble of monetary and fiscal policies. “'There is none to
guide her among all the sons whom she hath brought
forth; neither is there any that taketh her by the hand
of all the sons that she hath brought up” {lsa. 51:18).

It is no religious cliché to contend that all the

modern ills in Anglo-Saxondom derive from the na-
tion's departure from the Law of the Lord, nor is it
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intended as a lame apology to salve the human con-
science — /t is a political fact. One of the greatest dis-
services perpetrated by the Christian Church is its
persistent antinomianism — lawlessness — and the
substitution of an undefined grace in place of God's
discipline. The world is currently reaping the harvest
from this act with anarchy, revolution, chaos and
confusion tearing humanity apart in history’s most
prodigious wave of lawlessness. What man in general
and ecclesiastics in particular have failed to appreciate
is that grace is not the alternative to God’s Law —
lawlessness is the only alternative, an undisciplined,
do-it-yourself type of society which recognises the
human conscience as its only yardstick — a yardstick
which varies from the sublime to the ridiculous. Men,
both ecclesiastical and lay, have persistently rejected
the paolitical Reality of God and, in an age crying out
for change in all spheres, stubbornly adheres to the
‘traditions of men’ which will not allow God the
luxury of Self-expression, nor will they accept that
this is what the Bible is all about.

The Price of Democracy

For some strange reason, man in general has
demonstrated a peculiar reluctance to have God reign
over them. This fact was tangibly demonstrated in
Israel, God’s witness nation (lsa. 43:10) which He
formed to be a blessing to all the nations of the earth.
Having been provided with countless demonstrations
of God's Reality evidenced in His Providence for
them in all spheres of life, God's Covenant People re-
jected His Sovereignty over them and opted for a
democratic way of life in place of the theocratic rule.
The cry of this separated, covenanted people to
Samuel was: ' ... make us a king to judge (govern)
us like all the nations” (1st Sam. 8:5).

It would serve a very useful purpose at this stage
to note precisely how people were governed at that
time, people with whom God’s Nation demanded
alignment. From the Encyclopaedia Britannica one is
able to piece together the principles evolved by man
in pursuit of his mandate to have ‘dominion over the
earth’ (Gen. 1:26). Nations and empires were built on
a principle which centred generally on the develop-
ment of a central government, a government created
by the theory that the true lordship of the soil was
vested in the state or the ruler on which the im-
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mediate cccupant of the soil was dependent and to
which a portion of the produce was due.

Thus, at a very early age one finds land nationalis-
ation with ownership claimed by the government or
the state with individuals, in typical modern socialistic
vein, working for and owing everything to the state.
During the eras of expansion and the development of
empires, the same principle became operative with
the land of the vanquished nations simply confiscated
and re-allocated to individuals who would perpetuate
the primitive form of socialism as it then obtained. A
Biblical confirmation of this practice is to be found in
2nd Kings 17:24 where the account of the king of
Assyria’s actions are recorded in which he placed
‘men from Babylon, and from Cuthah, and from Ava,
and from Hamath, and from Sepharvaim, and placed
them in the cities of Samaria instead of the children
of Israel . .. "

From this, one is able to see the nature of Israel’s
demand of Samue! to ‘make us a government like all
the nations’. The Lord's reply to this demand was:
“Hearken unto the voice of the people in 2!l that they
say unto thee: for they have not rejected thee, but
they have rejected me that | should not reign over
them' (1st Sam. 8:6). From this, it is patently ob-
vious that socialism, even in its earliest form, was dia-
metrically opposed to the Theocracy and indeed,
embodied principles of government which were the
antithesis of those laid down by the Lord.

Samuel was told to ‘Hearken unto the voice of the
people’ and at the same time, the Lord metaphorical-
ly said: “Listen to the price you will pay for this
exercise of democracy”. A word-picture was then
provided of a state of society with which the modern
development of Israel in Anglo-Saxondom is very
familiar today. The Lord warned that when human
government was desired by His people — whether
monarchial or through elected representation — the
result would be the creation of a state of society
which would engender the greatest insecurity and the
exploitation of the people by those in authority.
There would be no safeguards for the individual. The
whole pattern of the free-enterprise system would be
transformed into a state-run monopoly. The land, the
inalienable inheritance of each individual guaranteed
under the Divine Constitution (Lev. 25:70:23), would
be expropriated by government (1st Sam. 8:14) : the
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‘substance’ of the people would simply be ‘taken’
without consultation or negotiation {verse 15}; the
freedom of pursuance of the vocation of individual
choice would be denied with all becoming cogs in a
gigantic state machine (verse 16) — all this was the
warning of the Lord as to the consequences of re-
jecting Him and His Sovereignty over the people and
when one considers what God offered to His people
(Lev. 26:3-13) as the reward for keeping His Law as
against the price paid for the rejection of the Law,
the nation’s choice is not only ridiculous in the
extreme, but stark tragedy.

Government and Authoritarianism

It will be noted that in His warning of the con-
sequences attendant on their rejection of the Theoc-
racy, the Lord indicated that the government or king
would assume an authoritarian attitude — taking what
it or he wanted without consideration of the people
nor of their ability to meet the demands made. This,
of course, has and is still happening and the people
are undoubtedly becoming increasingly disenchanted
with a system which is tyrannical in the extreme for
it allows for no appeal nor does it tolerate any re-
sistance. One is familiar with the farce which passes
for democratic elections in the Western world just as
one has become acquainted with the fact that once a
representative is elected to parliament, he is no longer
answerable to the electorate, but becomes part and
parcel of the ‘prerogative’ exercised by the govern-
ment machinery which is now the master instead of
the servant of the people.

The noted British jurist, Sir William Blackstone
(1723-80) drew attention to this subject when defin-
ing the word ‘prerogative’ as this was associated with
the power of the monarch. He said: “...by the
word prerogative we are to understand the character
and power which the sovereign hath over and above
all other persons, in right of his real dignity; and
which, though part of the common law of the coun-
try, is out of its ordinary course”. This 'prerogative’
or the so-called ‘divine right of kings' is that to which
the Lord pointed when warning of the consequences
of democracy in opposition to the Theocracy. It is, of
course, absolutely true that in the case of the British
Crown, the prerogative has been gradually limited by
a long series of enactments — the Magna Carta, the
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Confirmatio Cartarum, the Prerogativa Regis, the
Petition of Right, the Habeas Corpus Act, the Bill of
Rights and the Act of Settlement — but the preroga-
tive exercised by government is still nonetheless
prodigious. It is of interest to note here the historical
and far-reaching effects of the prerogative utilised by
the British government in its dealing with the British
colonies in the 18th century. As one reviews this era,
God’s warning in 1st Samuel 8 should be borne in
mind as well as the fact that Britain is indeed the
modern development of Ephraim, the Birthright tribe
in Israel.

In the middle of the 18th century, conflict was
certainly the order of the day. In conjunction with
the seven year war between France and Britain, a war
was being fought on the Continent in which Austria,
with its allies France, Russia and the German princes,
attacked the new kingdom of Prussia with its sover-
eign, Frederick 2nd. Britain joined Prussia and until
peace was signed in 1763, found her treasury being
depleted at an alarming rate. George Grenville be-
came the British Prime Minister in that year anc he
immediately set about replenishing the treasury at the
expense of the British Dominions claiming that, as
the first minister in Britain, this was his right.

Taxation at that time, was what may be termed as
commodity taxation which went under a wide variety
of names such as talliage, scuage, hydage, subsidies,
aids, benevolences, tonnage and poundage, tolls, ship-
money, tenths and fifteenths etc. All these were in-
voked by Grenville who saw however, that they
would not suffice to fill the treasury and he then
exercised an authoritarianism which had far-reaching
effects. The mercantile system which had sprung up
in Spain in the 16th century held that all colonies
were to trade exclusively with the mother country —
in that case, Spain itself to the exclusion of all others.
Grenville applied this systemto all colonial dominions
acquired by Britain and through legitimate trade, was
able to rebuild the shattered finances of his country.
This, however, was not achieved without certain
resentment.

Of all the British colonies, those in America were
the most populous and important, their proximity to
the Spanish colonies in the West Indies providing the
basis for contraband trade. Grenville put a stop to
this as much as lay in his power to do so. Obnoxious

28

as was this authoritarian act, the colonists in America
acknowledged the principle and accepted it without
too much resistance. However, Grenville's further
impositions created the embers of revolution when he
claimed the right of taxation without representation.
The British Parliament, he maintained, was the
supreme legislature and as such, parliament had the
right to raise taxes in America to support the military
forces needed for the defence of that land. Accord-
ingly, the 1765 Act, imposing a stamp tax on the
American colonies was initiated.

As was to be expected, the colonists resisted this —
a resistance which reverberated across the Atlantic to
bring William Pitt and George Grenville into conflict.
Grenville insisted on the ‘right’ of the British Prime
Minister to enforce the stamp tax while Pitt on the
other hand, declared that the British Parliament had
absolutely no right to tax the Americans. He did,
however, add that in his opinion, the British govern-
ment had the right to ‘regulate’ and therefore to tax
the commerce of America for the benefit of the
British merchant and manufacturer. Arising out of
these two points of view, the British government
took a middle course by repealing the Stamp Act, but
also passing a Declaratory Act in which the British
Parliament was declared as the supreme power over
the colonies in matters of taxation as well as in those
of legislation.

Scarcely had the measures relating to America
been passed when George 3rd dismissed the ministry
giving William Pitt the responsibility of forming a new
Government. In 1767, Pitt’s mind gave way under the
stress of disease and he was replaced by Charles
Townshend who immediately applied the Declaratory
Act and imposed duties on tea and other articles of
commerce entering the ports of America. In 1773 the
Bostonians had their famous ‘tea party’ at which they
threw ship-loads of tea into the harbour rather than
pay the obnoxious duty. In the following year, the
Boston Port Bill deprived Boston of its commercial
rights while the Massachusetts Government Bill took
away from the colony the ordinary political liberties
of Englishmen. War became inevitable, the first
skirmish being fought at Lexington in 1775. In 17786,
the thirteen American colonies united and issued
their Declaration of Independence.
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The point behind this brief review of history is to
indicate that the warning words of the Lord were
indeed a portrayal of things to come — things which
could and would obtain even within God’s company
of lsrael nations. The authoritarianism, the taxation
— these arose simply because God's People continued
in their national blindness not realising that they did
not need such economic theories as propounded by
such as Adam Smith in his Wealth of Nations — they
had it made and ready to hand in the open Bible —
the Law of the Lord.

Oblivious to the remedy for the nation’s ills, Wil-
liam Pitt, just prior to his death, introduced tax on
income — or income tax — as an extraordinary war
measure. This tax was later repealed for two years, re-
imposed for another thirteen years, repealed again for
the next twenty-six years and then re-imposed and is
still operating today. It is, of course, impossibie, nor
does it come within the scope of this article to pro-
vide all the details of income tax which varies from
country to country. However, in general, it will be
noted that taxes are levied on ownership of land,
houses and buildings, on the occupation of the land
and on income derived from trade, professions and
vocations. There are, of course, many other aspects of
individual life which too are taxed, but those men-
tioned above will suffice for the moment to indicate
that modern taxation, in all its ramifications, is
devouring on average, over thirty-five percent of an
individual’s total income.

By Contrast — God's Taxation

Prior to considering the tax levied by the Lord, it
is necessary to consider the indictment recorded in
Malachi 3:8-9. “Will a man rob God? Yet ye have
robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed
thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed with a
curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole na-
tion.” It should be noted that the indictment here is
national for the ‘robbing’ of God is done by the
‘whole nation’ — a feature which is missed by so
many today. The question naturally arises as to how a
nation can rob God? It is simplicity itself. The ‘tithe’
of course, is God’s taxation — of which more present-
ly — but what of the ‘offering’ which is also demand-
ed of the Lord? The word ‘offering” in this instance is
derived from the Hebrew terumah which means /ifted
up on high and is used in the scriptural text as some-
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thing presented to Yahveh Himself alone.

God's Covenant People today, by its involvement
with the Babylonian system of economics, is robbing
God of His witness to all the nations of the earth for
His Promise, in response to national obedience to His
economic Law is: “ ... prove me now herewith, saith
the Lord of hosts, if | will not open you the windows
of heaven and pour you out a blessing, that there
shall not be room enough to receive it (Mal. 3:10).
The modern development of lsrael in Anglo-Saxon-
dom is indead ‘cursed with a curse’ for instead of re-
flecting the faithfulness of God o His word and being
a prosperous witness nation under the blessing of God,
it is wallowing in the mire of Babylonian economics
and getting deeper into it with each passing vear.
Anglo-Saxondom, as a company of pations, has rob-
bed God’ by its association with a system which is the
wery antithesis of that prescribed by Him.

God’s system of taxation is limited to the tithe al-
though a poll or head tax {(Ex. 30:11-16) was levied
on all maies from the age of twenty and over. It is
most strange that most Bible commentators fail to
recognise the political significance of the tithe and by
limiting it to the religious sphere have obscured a vital
national machinery. It should be recalled that God
was King in lIsrael (1st Sam. 8:7) and that from the
time of the building of the Tabernacle, His Rule
extended from this through the Levites. The Taber-
nacle, apart from being the ecclesiastical centre utilis-
ed on ceremonial feast days, was the everyday civil
centre of the nation to which God’s taxes — the tithe
and head tax — was brought to be received by the
Levites who administered these wnder God for the
maintenance of society in all its phases. The point to
note is that the tithe belongs to neither church nor
state, but to God and is to be administered by those
who do God's Werk according to His Law.

The Law of the tithe is to be found in three Books
of the Pentateuch — Leviticus 27:30-32; Numbers
18:21-26 and Deuteronomy 14:22-27; 26:12,15.
These are however, not the first mention of the tithe
in scripture for Abraham tithed (Sen. 14:20} and
Jacob certainly knew of it long before Sinai (Gen. 28:
20-22). Basically, the tithe is divided into three parts,
the first of which is one tenth — the Lord's tithe
{(Num. 18:21-24) — which went to the Levites (not
the priests) who in turn rendered one tenth of this to
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the priests (Num. 18:26-28). The function of the
Levites was that of officers, judges, musicians and
general custodians of the basic social functions within
the nation which, it will be noted, was financed
solely from the tithe. From this it is more than a little
evident that the tithe places the basic control on
society where it belongs — with the tithing people.
Today, and under the authoritarian system, all social
functions such as welfare and education have become
the province of the state and are limited to what may
be squeezed out of general revenue and are therefore
of an uncertain and insecure nature. Under the Law
of the Lord’s tithe — which is not a gift to God but a
tax for the use of the earth — a society is created
which is not dependent upon grudging state as-
sistance, but upon the Lord's blessing and faithfulness.

The second tenth is found to be the tithe used at
three annual feasts and is rather elastic in its applica-
tion. This tithe could be taken to the sanctuary in the
form of money and the tither could spend it on him-
self during the Passover, the Feast of Tabernacles 2rid
the Feast of weeks (Deut. 12:6-7; 14:22-27). There
was only one proviso to this tithe and that concerned
the sharing of a portion with the Levites who too
shared in the pleasure of the tither.

The third tenth was designed to assist the poor
and was to be used locally for not only the poor, but
the widows, the orphans, the helpless and strangers
who, through a wide variety of circumstances, were
unable to help themselves.

Tithing has, as history confirms, been in operaticn
ever since it was first given as an integral part of
Israel’s national Constitution at Sinai, although its
function gradually devolved into an ecclesiastical one
with the national importance fading into obscurity,
One is able to follow the process through the many
historical works available, one of which by Joseph
Bingham, The Antiquities of the Christian Church,
recording that “...the ancients believed the law
about tithes not to be merely a ceremonial or poli-
tical command, but of moral and perpetual obliga-
tion”. Pictures of ‘tithe barns’ built in medieval
England to house the tithe on produce paid by faith-
ful farmers is another testimony to the continuing
fact of the practised tithe. However, as the world
burst into the time of the end, the tithe was abolished
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— some through an Act of Parliament and others
through a gradual neglect. During the Reformation,
Protestant circles revived it, but this too has fallen
into disuse, although still maintained as a supplement

to Church income.

Modern lsrael in Anglo-Saxondom, has indeed
‘robbed God’. Apart from robbing Him of a national
witness among the nations of the earth, it has strip-
ped Him of His jurisdiction and His government and
care in all departments of life. That which was sup-
ported by His tithe is now supported (very meagrely)
by the state — the education which was controlled
and supported by His tithe, is now the prerogative of
the state which permits a wide range of ungodly
subjects to replace basic Godly teaching. A new social
order was born when the tithe fell away — an order
which is convulsed with disorder and which cries out
for change and a change is surely coming for a new
world order, based on the Divine Law of the Lord
will transform the world. Make no mistake here. The
state, whether a human monarch or an elected
representative bedy, cannot bring peace, order and
prosperity. This alone is God’s Prerogative which
when in operation, will surely bring full abundance of
life to all the nations and families of the earth.

EHFE FEE ERE FFE ERE EEH ERR

33




ABOUT THIS SERIES

This is the third in a series of booklets which is issued
in order to show that there is an alternative to the
world political systems. It is hoped that through these
booklets, a new faith in the future will be engendered.

The Law of the Lord — despite what men say con-
cerning this — is the perfect system of national ad-
ministration, a tailored economic system under which
the rights of the individual are guaranteed under a
free enterprise, capitalist system.

The one feature which will be seen to dominate is the
guarantee of security —both in the national and indi-
vidual spheres — a security which frees men from the
domination of others.

These booklets are issued free of charge as a service
by the Federation of the Covenant People, P.O. Box
3178, Johannesburg 2000, South Africa.

Sample copies of our journals The Covenant Message,
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